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Where to stay

‘ Sadly for King Manuel IT of Portugal a coup d'état saw
him deposed before his new palace was inaugurated 9

> totally removed from the belle
époque detailing of the restored
palace and so much better than
a pastiche alternative would have
been. The indoor and outdoor
pools, a revitalising pool of water-jet
treatments, a Jacuzzi-like paddling
pool, a fully equipped gym,
hammams and saunas are enough
to keep guests amused for days.
The palace itself has 70
bedrooms and really is fit for a
king. Sadly for King Manuel II
of Portugal, a coup d’état saw him
deposed the day before his new
palace was due to be inaugurated
in October 1910. Luckily fof us,
the recent restoration by owners
Unicer, the major Portuguese
brewers, has seen the creation of
‘an asset for the next generation’,
according to its director, Rui
Lopes Ferreira. There is quality
at every turn, from the leather-

VIDAGO PALACE, PARQUE DE VIDAGO, 5425-307 VIDAGO, TRAS-OS-MONTES, PORTUGAL

stitched key fobs to the reassuring
closing thud of your bedroom
door. The muted colour schemes
provide sophistication and
glamour; the wide, sweeping
wooden staircase, flanked by the
reflective, shellac-like finishes

of the ornate supporting columns,
adds drama. The hotel is managed
by GLA Hotels and anyone
fortunate enough to have
experience of one of Grace Leo’s
other properties will not be
disappointed with the standard

of service, nor the quality of the
several restaurants.

Grande dame properties are rare
these days, particularly in a resort
environment. Vidago Palace, and
its championship golf course, is one
of those money-no-object places
that is destined only to improve as
it moves, totally refreshed, into its
second century. o

(00 351 276 990920; WWW.VIDAGOPALACE.COM). DOUBLES FROM £175
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Left, the Vidago
Palace hotel has

high ceilings, stucco MORE EUROPEAN

artwork and views GOLF RESORTS

across the §rounds  VERDURA GOLF & SPA
RESORT SICILY

el Ry This hotel, with

B 203 bedrooms,

® sits in a remote
230-hectare valley
estate. Designed
by Kyle Phillips,
45 holes meander
through olive

and citrus groves before drifting
along the shorelifie in typical links
fashion, and the spa has lhe biggest
hammam you've ever seen. 00 39
092 599 8001; www.yerduraresort.
com. Doubles from €285

TURNBERRY RESORT,
AYRSHIRE, SCOTLAND

When this hotel was completed in
1906 it was the world’s first golf
resort and its two championship
courses overlooking the Firth of
Clyde are legendary. It was
refurbished in time to host the
138th Open in 2009, and many of
the 192 rooms reflect its Edwardian
heritage; the coveted views over the
course and out to sea are timeless.
01655 331000; www.turnberry
resort.co.uk. Doubles from £185

FOUR SEASONS RESORT
PROVENCE AT TERRE
BLANCHE P

Each of the 114
bedrooms at the
Four Seasons is
a suite with a
terrace. many of
which overlook
the fairways. The '
two courses provide year-round
golfing: a new covered driving range
will be launched this spring. 00 33
4 94 39 90 00; www.fourseasons.
com. Doubles from €540

THE ROMANOS, COSTA
NAVARINO, GREECE

The par-72 Navarino
Dunes course by
Bernhard Langer
opened in 20009,

a year before the
321-room hotel, and
combines wooded,
__ inland holes with
links-like challenges
by the beach. The Bay course
designed by Robert Trent Jones
Jnr will open in 2011. 00 30 272
309 6000; www.romanoscosta
navarino.com. Doubles from €250




